HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
country carry on through the first months of a war when
imports will be suddenly reduced and home production
will not yet have reached any considerably higher
levels.
Thus Great Britain is still quite prepared to accept
the fact that she is not in a position to feed herself
from her own agricultural production ; in fact, the
British economic system as a whole still remains based
on the exchange of coal and industrial goods with
foreign foodstuffs and raw materials. The significance
of this is tremendous. It is the basic fact of Great
Britain's position in the world and it is the standpoint
from which her economic system and her economic
strength must be judged. This fact is the basic law of
British policy both in war and in peace.
The direct consequences of this are simple and
cogent. The first consideration for Great Britain is
that she should keep open her sea-going communi-
cations with the rest of the world at all costs. All
her communications with the rest of the world are sea-
borne, and she must therefore maintain her command
of the seas by means of a powerful navy, and in recent
years by a powerful air arm as well. This applies to
the seas which lap her shore, and above all to the
English Channel, but it also applies to those more
remote seas through which her communications with
the outside world must pass. Great Britain has a
common frontier with all the seaboards of the world.
Navy and air fleet guard this frontier. If the British
Navy is ever defeated, if the British Air Force is ever
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